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RENEWABLE ENERGY — WAVE AND TIDAL POWER 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [10.04 am]: 
Today, I was most pleased to present at the Australian Ocean Renewable Energy Symposium at the University of 
Western Australia. Scientists, ocean engineers and private technology developers from around the world are 
exchanging ideas and data on the development of wave and tidal power. Although at this point, after decades of 
investment, solar and wind are ahead on the cost curve, there is a great sense that progress is being made and that 
these ocean renewable energies will be an important part of the renewable energy mix in the longer term. 
This morning, we launched the WA Waves website, developed by the Wave Energy Research Centre at UWA and 
funded by the state government. This new website allows quick and easy access to data collected by two wave buoys 
deployed by UWA at Torbay, off the coast of Albany, and in the Perth metropolitan area. To date, the data is showing 
the strength and consistency of the wave resource off the Albany coast. Research into wave dynamics using the buoys 
and their data will be an integral part of the work of the UWA Wave Energy Research Centre team, ideally enabling 
them to develop a model that can predict real-time conditions of waves and currents in the Albany–Torbay area. 
As well as the research outcomes, access to real-time data on ocean waves and conditions, which will be freely 
accessible to all, presents opportunities for technology developers, researchers, marine scientists and the 
international and local community to understand the wave resource and conditions in Western Australia. Already, 
groups as diverse as shipping companies and boardriders are embracing the opportunity provided by the 
availability of this data. There is much interest in the common-user infrastructure we are developing as part of our 
commitment to wave energy research and development. We can establish a great new opportunity for Albany. 
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